
     

 

Where have all the good bills gone? 
 

Prospects for a tax cut were quickly dashed, despite having 

$382 million in ongoing revenues and one-time 
increase of $102 million, the Utah Legislature chose 
to continue the trend of raising taxes. If HJR 20 is 
passed Utah drivers will see a 33% increase in their 
gasoline tax. Another bill, HB 293, is projected to 
cause property tax revenue to the state increase by 
$125 million by H.B. 293. 
 

Increased revenue will be spent on changing the name of 

Utah Transit Authority which lawmakers are hoping 

Utah’s citizens will forget the years of misuse of taxpayer 

dollars. While the bill has some good provisions as the old 

saying goes, “You can put lipstick on a pig but it’s still a 

pig.” 

 

Utah lawmakers also helped contribute to our growing 

national debt, as they voted to expand the Medicaid 

program in the state. They also passed H.B. 12 which 

requires the Medicaid program to reimburse providers for 

long-term contraceptives.  

 

Several programs which weaken parental responsibility 

passed, as government sought to expand its influence on 

pre-kindergarten children. 

 

Good bills which GrassRoots chose to cover included HJR 

11 which would have required some agencies to use base-

line budgeting passed the House but failed in the Senate. 

Another good bill H.B. 129 which would have 

strengthened an individual’s right to self-defense passed 

the House but failed to receive a vote in the Senate. 

 

The Senate wouldn’t even consider an abortion bill to 

protect children with Downs Syndrome. 

 

 

 

 

 Roberts Tops House; Dayton Leads Senate  

 
Marc Roberts received a perfect score on this year’s 

GrassRoots report. Rounding out the top 10% in the House 

were Brian Greene (R-UT), Ken Ivory (R-SL), Travis 

Seegmiller (R-WA), Adam Robertson (R-UT), Norman 

Thurston (R-UT) and Kim Coleman (R-SL). 

 

Senate Summary: Margaret Dayton (R-UT) received the 

top score in the Senate.   

 

Governor:  Governor Herbert received a 21% compared 

to his lifetime average of 41%.  Herbert’s previous scores 

were: 71% (2010); 73% (2011); 75% (2012); 28% (2013); 

29% (2014); 41% (2015), 24% (2016), 27% (2017). 

 

Averages:  The House received an average score of 46% 

which is equal to the Representatives lifetime score.  The 

Senate averaged a 31% which is below the Senators 

average of 44%. 

 

What is GrassRoots?  
 
GrassRoots has been issuing an annual legislative report 

card since 1992.  The Constitutions of the nation and state 

are the guides which GrassRoots uses in picking issues for 

its legislative report card.  Bills are picked without regard 

to any individual. GrassRoots has no paid staff. 
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Bills are listed by number with house bills listed first.  The 

sponsor(s) of the bill is in parentheses with the primary 

sponsor listed first.  The tally on bills from each house is 

listed by Yeas, Nays and those Absent or Not Voting.  Text of 

all bills can be found at http://le.utah.gov.  

 

A) H.B.12 (R. Ward, B Zehnder) Increases government by 

requiring the Medicaid program to reimburse providers separately 

for long-acting contraception. Proposals such as this furthers our 

slide towards socialized medicine by enabling the government to 

become more involved in our health care and family planning.   

GrassRoots approves of a NO vote. Passed the House (53-21-

1), Senate (22-4-3) and was signed into law by the Governor. 

  
B) H.B. 129 (C. Maloy, D Hinkins) Protects the right to self-

defense by clarifying that individuals are not required to retreat 

from an aggressor who is attempting to commit a violent felony 

in their presence.  GrassRoots approves of a YES vote.  Passed 

the House (58-11-5) but did not come up for a vote in the 

Senate. 

 

C) H.B. 161 (C. Watkins, D. Ipson) Removes the penalty for 

failure to sign or display a vehicle registration card. GrassRoots 

approves of a YES vote. Passed the House (63-1-11), Senate 

(24-0-5) and was signed into law by the Governor.  

 

D) H.B.164 (B. Cutler, A Millner) Creates the Early Childhood 

Task Force for children who have not entered Kindergarten.  The 

raising of children is the primary role of parents, government has 

increasingly become more involved in the process which weakens 

the family unit. GrassRoots approves of a NO vote. Failed in 

the House (33-36-5). 

 

E)  H.B. 207 (M. Winder, B Zehnder) Establishes the Utah 

Responsible Fatherhood Commission. GrassRoots approves of a 

NO vote. Failed in the House (20-51-3).  

 

F) H.B. 260 (R. Ward, S. Adams) Raises fourth amendment 

concerns as bill makes it easier for law enforcement to get access 

to the Controlled Substance Database without a warrant. 

GrassRoots approves of a NO vote. Passed the House (39-22-

4) but failed in the Senate (9-18-2).  

 

G) H.B. 264 (S. Eliason, H. Stephenson) Appropriates over $2.2 

million per year for schools to hire additional counselors.  While 

GrassRoots does not oppose additional counselors in our schools, 

we believe these decisions are best made at the local level with 

parental involvement. Those closest to the decision should bear 

the cost—not the Utah taxpayer. GrassRoots approves of a NO 

vote. Passed the House (59-11-5), Senate (22-3-4) and was 

signed into law by the Governor. 

 

 

H) H.B. 293 (B. Last, L. Fillmore) Passed on the last day of the 

session, the fiscal note states property tax revenue will increase 

by $125 million in 2023 by raising property taxes in perpetuity. 

GrassRoots approves of a NO vote. Passed the House (45-26-

4), Senate (25-3-1) and was signed into law by the Governor.  

 

I) H.B. 319 (R. Chavez-Houck, A. Millner) Creates the 

Governor’s Early Childhood Commission to assess the 

availability of pre-kindergarten services. Parents are primarily 

responsible for raising their children, we are concerned 

government is increasingly take away this responsibility. 

GrassRoots approves of a NO vote. Passed the House (38-32-

5) but did not come up for a vote in the Senate. 

 

J) H.B. 326 (E. Redd, H. Stephenson) Appropriates $1 Million 

to address intergenerational poverty through grants to counties.  

Governments proper role is to protect life, liberty and property.  

Addressing income inequality does not fall into one of these 

roles.  Also, such grants to local government entities distort local 

priorities, and compromise and distort local sovereignty and self-

governance. GrassRoots approves of a NO vote. Passed the 

House (65-3-7), Senate (24-1-4) and was signed into law by the 

Governor.  

 

K) H.B. 338 (D. McCay, L. Filmore) Conditionally repealed SB 

54 passed in 2014 which restricted the Free Speech rights of Utah 

political parties on how the parties choose their candidates. 

GrassRoots approves of a YES vote. Passed the House (53-19-

3) but did not come up for a vote in the Senate. 

 

L) H.B. 380 (B. Last, A Millner) Increases government 

spending by $10.2 million in 2019 and $2.9 million annually 

thereafter for the School Readiness Restricted Account. 

GrassRoots approves of a NO vote. Passed the House (61-12-

2), Senate (22-1-6) and was signed into law by the Governor.  

 

M) H.B. 462 (S. Eliason, T. Weiler) Allocates $6.6 million to 

fund the purchase of temporary homeless facilities. Charity 

is not the proper role of government—especially the more distant 

state government. GrassRoots approves of a NO vote.  Passed 

the House (59-8-8), Senate (22-5-2) and was signed into law by 

the Governor. 

 

N) H.B. 472 (R. Spendlove, B. Zehnder) Expands Medicaid in 

the state of Utah.  While most of this funding would come from 

the federal government, the federal government is $21 Trillion in 

debt and taxpayers still bear the burden. GrassRoots approves of 

a NO vote.  Passed the House (47-27-1), Senate (20-8-1), and 

was signed into law by the Governor.  

 

 

O) H.B 485 (M. McKell, C. Bramble) Further limits free speech 

and assembly rights of Utah political parties by limiting their 

ability to define membership to set party rules. Individuals have 

free speech rights, and they do not lose those rights when they 

choose a political party. Political parties should be able to 

determine how they choose their nominees for political office 

without the state being able to veto those decisions. GrassRoots 

approves of a NO vote.  Passed the House (40-31-4) but did 

not come up for a vote in the Senate. 
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P) H.J.R 11 (J. Fawson, E Vickers) Increases government 

accountability by requiring zero based budgeting, which requires 

every expense to be justified, under certain conditions. The goal 

is to reduce unnecessary expense and limit the tax burden on 

Utah taxpayers. GrassRoots approves of a YES vote.  Passed 

the House (73-0-2) but failed in the Senate (12-12-5) 

 

Q) H.J.R. 20 (B. Edwards, L. Fillmore) Directs the Lieutenant 

Governor's office to issue a ballot initiative to allow voters to 

decide whether to approve a gasoline tax increase of ten cents per 

gallon (a 33% increase). The funds raised will be used to pay for 

increased funding for public education and local roads. 

Grassroots opposes tax increases as a matter of principle 

believing that the state budget is already fully funded and that 

state legislators would do better to identify areas of wasteful state 

spending to cut or eliminate rather than raise taxes upon our 

already overtaxed citizens. GrassRoots approves of a NO vote.  

Passed the House (55-17-3), Senate (24-4-1) and was signed 

into law by the Governor.   

 

R) S.B. 54 (A. Christensen, B. Edwards) Increases the 

marriage license fee but provides the increase to be refunded 

should the couple go through pre-marriage counseling.  

Government should not be creating barriers to entry for marriage. 

Bill also raises Freedom of Religion issues as who will determine 

if clergy is qualified to provide this counseling? Government 

would be regulating religions which is a slippery slope. 

GrassRoots approves of a NO vote.  Passed the House (44-24-

7), Senate (23-4-2) and was signed into law by the Governor. 

 

S) S.B. 99 (A. Christensen, S. Sandall).  Adds animal cruelty to 

the list of offenses that may qualify as a domestic violence 

offense.  A domestic violence offense may cause an individual to 

forfeit rights thus the bar should be set high for these offenses. 

GrassRoots approves of a NO vote.  Passed the Senate (26-0-

3) but failed in the House (31-39-5). 

 

 

T) S.B. 104 (A. Millner, B. Wilson) Bill creates a program to 

provide an incentive loan to a student who intends to work in a 

qualifying job. This is an example of social engineering and 

could lead to crony capitalism as companies could attempt to 

sway the state where these tax dollars will go. Bill will cost 

taxpayers $2.5 million for first two years. GrassRoots approves 

of a NO vote.  Passed the House (25-0-4), Senate (49-14-2) and 

was signed into law by the Governor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U) S.B. 122 (H. Stephenson, D. McKay) Protects taxpayers by 

ensuring a local political subdivision may not receive, from the 

issuance of certain bonds approved by the voters at an election, 

an aggregate amount that exceeds by a certain percentage the 

maximum principal amount stated in the bond proposition.  

GrassRoots approves of a YES vote.  Passed the House (40-

28-7), Senate (25-0-4) and was signed into law by the 

Governor. 

 

V) S.B. 136 (W. Harper, M. Schultz) Rebrands the Utah Transit 

Authority (UTA) to Transit District of Utah which is estimated to 

cost Utah taxpayers $50 Million.  The UTA has a history of 

mismanagement and poor decisions, changing the name of the 

organization will not correct these problems which have been 

going on for several years and have already cost taxpayers 

millions of dollars.  GrassRoots approves of a NO vote. Passed 

the House (40-32-3), Senate (17-10-2) and was signed into law 

by the Governor. 

 

W) S.B. 146 (J. Anderegg, B. Wilson) Allocates $250,000 on an 

annual basis to the Silicon Slopes Technology Summit.  The 

Summit has been very successful with high attendance and 

several corporate sponsors. The Summit does not need 

government money, nor should government be giving money to a 

private enterprise. GrassRoots approves a NO vote.  Passed the 

House (57-15-3), Senate (18-6-5) and was signed into law by 

the Governor.   

 

X) S.B. 154 (H. Stephenson, K. Coleman) Protects citizens’ 

rights by prohibiting a political subdivision or law enforcement 

agency from imposing an arrest or citation quota on a peace 

officer. Justice should be based on actual crimes, not driven by 

quotas.  GrassRoots approves of a YES vote.  Passed the 

House (74-0-1), Senate (22-4-3) and was signed into law by the 

Governor.  

 

Y) S.B. 202 (L. Escamilla, M. Schultz) Provides $250,000 on an 

annual basis for after school programs. While one should ask why 

government should be responsible for after school care for 

children, one should also ask why the state is doing this and not 

local school districts?  GrassRoots approves of a NO vote.  

Passed the House (46-21-8), Senate (22-4-3) and was signed 

into law by the Governor.  

 

Z) S.B. 235 (G. Davis, S. Eliason) Allocates $2.5 million in 

2019 and $5 million in 2020 to mitigate the impact of 

homeless shelters, and to employ additional public safety 
personnel there. Charity is not the proper role of 
government." GrassRoots approves of a NO vote. Passed the 

House (44-28-3), Senate (19-7-3) and was signed into law by 

the Governor.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Utah State House of Representatives

2018 Voting Summary

Y or y="yes", N or n="no"; a=absent or not voting; Y or N=good vote; y or n=bad vote; Y or y (bold) = chief sponsor or floor sponsor
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GrassRoots Recommended Votes:  N Y Y N N N N N N N Y N N N N Y N N N N Y N N Y N N

Rep-Party Dist County(ies) A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S  T U V W X Y Z

Cheryl Acton 43 Salt Lake N Y Y N N y y N N y Y N y y N Y y N y N Y N y Y y N 65% 65%

Carl Albrecht-R 70 * N Y Y y N N y y N y Y y y y y Y N y N y n y y Y y y 42% 36%

Patrice Arent-D 36 Salt Lake y n Y y N y y y y y n y y y N Y y y y y n N y Y y y 23% 18%

Stewart Barlow-R 17 Davis N Y Y N N N N N N y Y y N N N Y y N N y n N y Y N N 77% 53%

Joel Briscoe-D 25 Salt Lake y n Y y y y y y y y n y y N y Y y y a y n N y Y y y 20% 17%

Walt Brooks 75 Washington N Y Y a N N y y N y Y y y y y Y y N N y Y y y Y N y 52% 52%

R Chavez-Houck-D 24 Salt Lake y n Y y y a y a y y n y y N y Y y y y y a y y Y y y 17% 18%

Scott Chew-R 55 Uin/Duch y Y Y y N y y y y y Y y N N y Y a N N y n y N Y y N 48% 44%

LaVar Christensen-R 32 Salt Lake N Y Y y N y y y N y Y y y y a Y y y y y Y y N Y y y 40% 54%

Kay Christofferson-R 56 Utah N Y Y N y y y y N y Y N y y y Y y N N N Y y N Y N y 58% 59%

Kim Coleman-R 42 Salt Lake N Y a N N N N N N y Y y N N N Y N N N y Y N y Y N N 80% 76%

Bruce Cutler-R 44 Salt Lake y Y Y y N N y y y y Y y y y N Y y y y a Y N y Y N N 48% 32%

Brad Daw-R 60 Utah y Y Y N N N N y N y Y y y y y Y y y N y n y y Y N N 50% 66%

Susan Duckworth-D 22 Salt Lake y Y a N a a y y y y n y y y y Y y y y y n y y Y y y 17% 29%

James Dunnigan-R 39 Salt Lake y Y Y y y y y N y y Y y y y y Y y N N y Y N y Y y N 42% 51%

Becky Edwards-R 20 Davis y Y Y y y y y y y y Y y y y y Y y y y y n y y Y y y 19% 33%

Steve Eliason-R 45 Salt Lake y Y Y N y y y y y y n y y y y Y y y y y Y N y Y y y 27% 41%

Justin Fawson-R 7 Weber y Y Y N N y N N N y Y a N N N Y N a y y n N a Y a N 73% 61%

Gage Froerer-R 8 Weber y Y Y N N N y N N N Y y y N y Y y N N a Y N y Y y a 67% 53%

Francis Gibson-R 65 Utah y Y a N N N y N N y Y y y N N Y a y a y Y N y Y y N 61% 68%

Brian Greene-R 57 Utah y Y Y N N N N N N N Y N N N N Y N N N N a N N Y a N 96% 88%

Keith Grover-R 61 Utah y Y a a N y y N N y Y y y y y Y N y N y Y y y Y y y 42% 67%

Craig Hall-R 33 Salt Lake y Y Y y y N y y y y n y y y y Y y y N y Y N y Y y y 35% 38%

Stephen Handy-R 16 Davis y Y Y y N y y y y y Y y y y y Y y y N y n y y Y N y 27% 34%

Timothy Hawkes-R 18 Davis y a Y N N N y N y y Y y y y y Y y N N y Y y N Y y N 52% 49%

Lynn Hemingway-D 40  Salt Lake a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a NA 14%

Sandra Hollins-D 23 Salt Lake y n Y a y y y y y y n y y y N Y y y y y n y y Y y y 16% 22%

Gregory Hughes-R 51 Salt Lake y a a y a y a y N a Y y a y a Y y a y a a y y Y a y 31% 63%

Eric Hutchings-R 38 Salt Lake y Y a y N y y y y y Y y y y N Y y y N y Y y N Y y y 33% 53%

Ken Ivory-R 47 Salt Lake N Y Y N N N y N N y Y N N N N Y N N N N Y N N Y N N 92% 79%

Michael Kennedy-R 27 Utah y Y Y N N y N N N y Y N y N N Y N N N y Y N N Y N y 77% 69%

Brian King-D 28 SL/Summit y n Y y y y y y y y n y y N y Y y a y y Y y y Y y y 20% 21%

John Knotwell-R 52 Salt Lake y Y Y N N N y N N y Y y a N N a y a N a Y a y Y N N 71% 77%

Karen Kwan-D 34 Salt Lake y n Y y y y y y y y n y y y y Y y y y y n y y Y y y 12% 9%

Bradley Last-R 71 Iron/Washington y Y a y N y a y a y Y y y y y Y y y y y a y y Y a y 24% 50%

Karianne Lisonbee 14 Davis y Y a N N N y N N y Y N y N N Y y N N N Y N y Y y N 72% 73%

Cory Maloy-R 6 Utah N Y Y N y N N N y y Y y y N N Y N N y N Y N y Y N y 69% 63%

Daniel McCay-R 41 Salt Lake y a Y N N N y N N y Y y y N N Y N y N N Y N N Y N N 76% 79%

GrassRoots Recommended Votes:  N Y Y N N N N N N N Y N N N N Y N N N N Y N N Y N N
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Good Vote

Top 10% 2018

Bottom 10% 2018

Y or y="yes", N or n="no"; a=absent or not voting; Y or N=good vote; y or n=bad vote

*House District 70 includes Emery, Grand, Sanpete, Sevier Counties  

               Help bring the message of GrassRoots to as many Utahns as possible.  Please mail your contribution to:

                                                                  GrassRoots, 1641 N 600 W  West Bountiful, UT 84087

Help Spread the Message of Limited Government:  

 

Donate to Grassroots 

1641 N 600 W 

West Bountiful, UT 84087 

 

GrassRoots is an all-volunteer organization.  All donations go to helping 

promote the principles of GrassRoots.  
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Utah State House of Representatives

2018 Voting Summary

Y or y="yes", N or n="no"; a=absent or not voting; Y or N=good vote; y or n=bad vote; Y or y (bold) = chief sponsor or floor sponsor
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GrassRoots Recommended Votes:  N Y Y N N N N N N N Y N N N N Y N N N N Y N N Y N N

Rep-Party Dist County(ies) A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S  T U V W X Y Z

Mike McKell-R 66 Utah N Y Y N N N y y N y Y y y N y Y y N N a a y y Y a a 59% 60%

Kelly Miles-R 11 Davis, Weber y Y Y y y y y y y y n y y y y Y y y y y Y y y Y y y 19% 23%

Carol Moss-D 37 Salt Lake y n Y y y y y y y y n y y y N Y y y y y n N y Y y y 19% 16%

Jefferson Moss-R 2 Utah N Y Y N N N y N N y Y y y N N Y N N N a Y N y Y N N 80% 76%

Merrill Nelson-R 68 * N Y n y N y y y N y Y y y y y Y y y N a n y N Y N y 40% 32%

Michael Noel-R 73 * y Y Y N N N y y N a a y y y N Y y y y y Y y y Y y y 42% 57%

Derrin Owens-R 58 Juab/Sanpete y Y Y y N N y y y y Y y y y y Y y y y y n y y Y y y 27% 35%

Lee Perry-R 29 Box Elder/Weber y Y Y N N N y y y y Y y y y N Y y y N y n y y Y y y 38% 39%

Jeremy Peterson-R 9 Weber y Y Y N N y y y y a Y y y N y Y y y N N n y N Y y y 44% 55%

Val Peterson-R 59 Utah y Y Y y N N y N N y Y y y N N Y y N N y n N y Y N N 65% 68%

Dixon Pitcher-R 10 Weber y Y Y y N y y N y y Y y y y y Y y y y y n N y Y y N 35% 40%

Val Potter-R 3 Cache y Y Y N N y y y y y n y y y y Y y y N y Y y y Y y N 31% 32%

Marie Poulson-D 46 Salt Lake y n Y y y y y y y y n y y y N Y y y y y n N y Y y y 19% 24%

Susan Pulsipher-R 50 Salt Lake y Y Y N N y y N N y Y N y y N Y y y N N Y N y Y N N 65% 64%

Tim Quinn-R 54 Summit, Wasatch N Y Y N N N a N a a n y y N N Y N N N y Y N y Y N N 78% 77%

Paul Ray-R 13 Davis y Y Y y N y y a y y Y y y y N Y y y N a Y y y Y y y 38% 47%

Edward Redd-R 4 Cache y Y Y y N y y y y y Y y y y y Y y y y y Y y a Y y N 32% 40%

Marc Roberts-R 67 Utah N Y Y N N N N N N N Y N N N N Y N N a N Y N N Y N N 100% 89%

Adam Robertson-R 63 Utah N Y Y N N y N N N y Y N N N N Y N N N N Y N y Y N N 88% 88%

Angela Romero-D 26 Salt Lake y n Y y y N y y y y n y y y N Y y y y y n y y Y y y 19% 17%

Douglas Sagers-R 21  Tooele y Y Y N N N y y N y Y y a y y Y y a N y Y a y Y y y 48% 37%

Scott Sandall-R 1 Box Elder/Cache N Y Y N N y y y N y Y y y y y Y y y y y n N y Y y N 38% 40%

Mike Schultz-R 12 Weber/Davis y Y a y N N y N a a a y a y a Y y a y a Y y y Y y y 33% 44%

Travis Seegmiller-R 62 Washington NA Na Y NA N a a N N y Y N a N N Y N N N N n N N Y N N 90% 78%

V Lowry Snow-R 74 Washington y Y Y y N N y y y y Y y a y y Y y y y y n y y Y y y 28% 40%

Robert Spendlove-R 49 Salt Lake y Y Y y y y y y y y Y y y y y Y y y y a Y y y Y y y 24% 35%

Kevin Stratton-R 48 Utah N Y Y N y N N y N y Y y y y y Y N N N N Y y y Y a y 60% 63%

Norman Thurston-R 64 Utah N Y Y N N N N N y y Y N y N y Y N N N N Y N N Y N N 85% 68%

Raymond Ward-R 19 Davis y a Y y N y y y a y n y y y y Y y y y y a y y Y a y 18% 28%

Christine Watkins-R 69 * y Y Y y y y y y y y Y y y y y Y y y N y Y N y Y y N 35% 34%

Curt Webb-R 5 Cache N Y Y a N y y y y y Y y y y y Y y y N y n y N Y y y 36% 47%

Elizabeth Weight-D 31 Salt Lake y n Y N y y y y y y n y y N N Y y y y y n y y Y y y 23% 19%

John Westwood-R 72 Iron y Y Y N N y y y y y Y y y y y Y y y N y Y y y Y y y 35% 31%

Mark Wheatley-D 35 Salt Lake y n Y y N N y y y y n y y y y Y y y a a n y y Y y y 21% 22%

Logan Wilde 53 * N Y Y N N y y N N y Y N y y N Y N N y y Y y y Y y y 54% 51%

Brad Wilson-R 15 Davis y Y a N N y y a y a Y y a N y Y y y y y Y y y Y y y 36% 53%

Mike Winder-R 30 Salt Lake y Y Y y y N y y y y n y y y y Y y y N y Y N y Y y y 31% 34%

GrassRoots Recommended Votes:  N Y Y N N N N N N N Y N N N N Y N N N N Y N N Y N N
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R 

20

SB 

54
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SB 
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SB 
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SB 

146

SB 

154 SB 202 SB 235

2018 

Scores

Lifetime 

Scores

Good Vote

Top 10% 2018

Bottom 10% 2018

* House District 53 includes Daggett, Duchesne, Morgan, Rich, Summit Counties.

*House District 68 includes Beaver, Juab, Millard, Tooele, Utah Counties

*House District 69 includes Carbon, Duchesene, Morgan, Rich, Summitt Counties

*House District 73 includes Beaver, Garfield, Kane, Piute, San Juan, Sevier, Wayne Counties
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Utah State Senate

2018 Voting Summary  

Y or y="yes", N or n="no"; a=absent or not voting; Y or N=good vote; y or n=bad vote; Y or y (bold) = sponsor
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380
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1

HJR 

20 SB 54 SB 99

SB 

104

SB 
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SB 

136

SB 

146

SB 

154

SB 

202

SB 

235

Bills A C F G H  J L M N P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

GrassRoots Recommended Votes N Y N N N N N N N Y N N N N Y N N Y N N

2018 

Scores

Lifetime 

Scores

Rep-Party Dist County(ies)

Stuart Adams-R 22 Davis y Y y y y a y a y Y y y y y a y y Y y y 18% 48%

Jake Anderegg 13 Utah Salt Lake N a N a y y y y N Y y N y y Y y y Y y N 44% 63%

Curtis Bramble-R 16 Utah/Wasatch y Y N y y y a y y a y y y y Y N a Y y a 31% 53%

Gregg Buxton 20 Davis/Weber y Y y y y y y y y n y y y y Y y y n y y 10% 20%

Allen Christensen-R 19 * y a y N y y y N y n y y y y a a y Y N y 24% 56%

Jim Dabakis-D 2 Salt Lake y a N y N y a y N n y y y y Y N a a y y 31% 25%

Gene Davis-D 3 Salt Lake y a N y y y a y y n y y a y Y y y Y y y 18% 23%

Margaret Dayton-R 15 Utah N Y N N N N N N N n N N y a Y N N Y N N 89% 81%

Luz Escamilla-D 1 Salt Lake y Y N y y y y y y Y y y y a Y N y Y y y 32% 23%

Lincoln Fillmore-R 10 Salt Lake y Y N y y y y y N Y y N y y Y y N a y a 39% 50%

Wayne Harper-R 6 Salt Lake N Y N N y y y y y n y y y y Y y a Y N N 42% 61%

Daniel Hemmert-R 14 Utah y Y N y y y y y y Y y y y y Y N y Y y y 30% 30%

Diedre Henderson-R 7 Utah y Y N y y y y y N a y a y y Y N N Y y N 44% 55%

Lyle Hillyard-R 25 Cache, Rich a Y y y y y y N N n y y y y a y y n N N 28% 42%

David Hinkins-R 27 * y Y N a N y y N y Y N y y y Y N N Y y N 58% 56%

Don Ipson-R 29 Washington y Y y y y y y y N n N y y a Y y N n y y 26% 43%

Jani Iwamoto-D 4 Salt Lake y Y N y y y y y y Y y a y y Y N y n y y 26% 22%

Peter Knudson-R 17 * y Y N y y y y y y Y y y y y Y y y Y y y 25% 41%

Karen Mayne-D 5 Salt Lake y Y N a y y y y y Y y y y y Y y y Y y y 26% 30%

Ann Millner-R 18 Weber/Davis/Mo y Y y y y y y y y n y y a y Y y y Y y y 16% 30%

W Niederhauser-R 9 Salt Lake y Y a y y a a y y a y y y y Y y a Y y y 20% 49%

Ralph Okerlund-R 24 * a a a a a a a a a a a y a a a a a a a a 0% 46%

Howard Stephenson-R 11 SL/Utah N Y N y y y y y y Y y N y y Y y y Y y y 35% 68%

Jerry Stevenson-R 21 Davis y Y y y y y y N y n y y y y Y y y Y a y 21% 45%

Daniel Thatcher-R 12 SL/Tooele y Y y y y a y y y Y y y y y Y y y Y y y 21% 46%

Kevin VanTassell-R 26 * y Y y y y y a y y n y y y y Y y y Y a N 24% 45%

Evan Vickers-R 28 * y Y N y y y y y N Y N y y y Y N N Y y y 45% 50%

Todd Weiler-R 23 Davis/Salt Lake a Y N y y y y y y a y y y y Y y y Y y y 21% 36%

Brian Zehnder-R 8 Salt Lake y Y N y y y y y y n y y y y Y N y Y y y 25% 25%

GrassRoots Recommended Votes N Y N N N N N N N Y N N N N Y N N Y N N

2018 

Scores

Lifetime 

Scores

HB 12

HB 

161

HB 

260

HB 

264

HB 

293 H 326

HB 

380

HB 

462

HB 

472

HJR1

1

HJR 

20 SB 54 SB 99

SB 

104

SB 

122

SB 

136

SB 

146

SB 

154

SB 

202

SB 

235

Bills

Good Vote

Top 10% 2018

Bottom 10% 2018

*Senate District 17 includes Box Elder, Tooele, Cache Counties

*Senate District 18 includes Davis, Morgan, Weber Counties

*Senate District 19 includes Morgan, Weber, Summit Counties

*Senate District 24 includes Beaver, Garfield, Juab, Kane, Millard, Piute, Sanpete, Sevier,Utah, Wayne Counties

*Senate District 26 inclues Daggett, Duchesne, Summit, Uintah, Wasatch Counties

*Senate District 27 includes Carbon, Emery, Grand, San Juan, Utah, Wasatch Counties

*Senate District 28 includes Beaver, Iron, Washington Counties
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Governor A C G H L N R T U V W X Y Z

GrassRoots Recommended Votes N Y N N N N N N Y N N Y N N

2018 

Scores

Lifetime 

Scores

Gary Herbert-R y Y y y y y y y Y y y Y y y 21% 42%
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Top 25 Reps 2018 Top 25 Reps Lifetime Top 25 Senate 2018 Senate Rank-Lifetime

1 - Marc Roberts-R 1 - Travis Seegmiller-R 1 - Margaret Dayton-R 1 - Margaret Dayton-R

2 - Brian Greene-R 2 - Marc Roberts-R 2 - David Hinkins-R 2 - Howard Stephenson-R

3 - Ken Ivory-R 3 - Adam Robertson-R 3 - Evan Vickers-R 3 - Jake Anderegg

4 - Travis Seegmiller-R 3 - Brian Greene-R 4 - Diedre Henderson-R 4 - Wayne Harper-R

5 - Adam Robertson-R 5 - Daniel McCay-R 5 - Wayne Harper-R 5 - Allen Christensen-R

6 - Norman Thurston-R 5 - Ken Ivory-R 6 - Jake Anderegg 5 - David Hinkins-R

7 - Kim Coleman-R 7 - Tim Quinn-R 6 - Lincoln Filmore-R 7 - Diedre Henderson-R

8 - Jefferson Moss-R 7 - John Knotwell-R 8 - Luz Escamilla-D 8 - Curtis Bramble-R

9 - Tim Quinn-R 9 - Jefferson Moss-R 8 - Curtis Bramble-R 9 - Lincoln Filmore-R

10 - Stewart Barlow-R 9 - Kim Coleman-R 8 - Jim Dabakis-D 9 - Evan Vickers-R

10 - Michael Kennedy-R 11 - Karianne Lisonbee 11 - Daniel Hemmert-R 11 - W Niederhauser-R

12 - Daniel McCay-R 12 - Michael Kennedy-R 11 - Howard Stephenson-R 12 - Stuart Adams-R

13 - Justin Fawson-R 13 - Francis Gibson-R 13 - Lyle Hillyard-R 13 - Daniel Thatcher-R

14 - Karianne Lisonbee 13 - Norman Thurston-R 13 - Don Ipson-R 13 - Ralph Okerlund-R

15 - John Knotwell-R 15 - Val Peterson-R 13 - Jani Iwamoto-D 15 - Kevin VanTassell-R

16 - Cory Maloy-R 16 - Keith Grover-R 13 - Karen Mayne-D 15 - Jerry Stevenson-R

17 - Gage Froerer-R 17 - Brad Daw-R 17 - Peter Knudson-R 17 - Don Ipson-R

18 - Cheryl Acton 18 - Cheryl Acton 17 - Brian Zehnder-R 18 - Lyle Hillyard-R

18 - Susan Pulsipher-R 19 - Susan Pulsipher-R 19 - Allen Christensen-R 19 - Peter Knudson-R

20 - Val Peterson-R 20 - Gregory Hughes-R 20 - Daniel Thatcher-R 20 - Todd Weiler-R

21 - Francis Gibson-R 20 - Cory Maloy-R 20 - Kevin VanTassell-R 21 - Daniel Hemmert-R

22 - Kevin Stratton-R 20 - Kevin Stratton-R 22 - Jerry Stevenson-R 21 - Ann Millner-R

23 - Mike McKell-R 23 - Justin Fawson-R 22 - Todd Weiler-R 21 - Karen Mayne-D

24 - Kay Christofferson-R 24 - Mike McKell-R 24 - W Niederhauser-R 24 - Jim Dabakis-D

25 - Logan Wilde-R 25 - Kay Christofferson-R 25 - Stuart Adams-R 24 - Brian Zehnder-R

Bottom 25 Reps 2018 Bottom 25 Reps Lifetime 25 - Gene Davis-D 26 - Luz Escamilla-D

51 - Edward Redd-R 51 - Robert Spendlove-R 27 Ann Millner-R 27 Gene Davis-D

52 - Craig Hall-R 51 - Derrin Owens-R 28 - Gregg Buxton-R 28 - Jani Iwamoto-D

52 - Stephen Handy-R 53 - Christine Watkins-R 29 - Ralph Okerlund-R 29 - Gregg Buxton-R

53 - Mike Winder-R 53 - Mike Winder-R Fast Facts GrassRoots

54 - V Lowry Snow-R 53 - Stephen Handy-R The 2018 GrassRoots was

55 - Steve Eliason-R 56 - Becky Edwards-R Average Score House 2018=46% prepared by Don Guymon

55 - Derrin Owens-R 57 - Bruce Cutler-R Average Score House Life=46%

55 - Gregory Hughes-R 57 - Val Potter-R Chairman-Don Guymon

58 - Robert Spendlove-R 57 - Merrill Nelson-R Average Score Senate 2017=31% Vice-Chairman- Steve Stromness

58 - Bradley Last-R 60 - John Westwood-R Average Score Senate Life=48% Secretary/Tres.-Drew Chamberlain

60 - Patrice Arent-D 61 - Susan Duckworth-D

60 - Elizabeth Weight-D 62 - Raymond Ward-R Last Year the House Averaged a Board Members

62 - Mark Wheatley-D 63 - Marie Poulson-D 36% and the Senate a 53% Bill Barton

63 - Joel Briscoe-D 64 - Kelly Miles-R  Donna Dahl

63 - Brian King-D 65 - Sandra Hollins-D Governor Herbert's score of 21% Jim Dexter

64 - Becky Edwards-R 65 - Mark Wheatley-D would have ranked him 62nd in  Robert Wren

64 - Kelly Miles-R 67 - Brian King-D the House and 22nd in the Lowell Nelson

64 - Carol Moss-D 68 - Elizabeth Weight-D Senate Stuart Grover

64 - Marie Poulson-D 69 - Patrice Arent-D David Pyne

64 - Angela Romero-D 69 - R Chavez-Houck-D Past Governor's Lifetime Scores  

70 - Raymond Ward-R 71 - Angela Romero-D Gov Jon Huntsman 39% The author thanks all of

71 - R Chavez-Houck-D 71 - Joel Briscoe-D Governor Olene Walker-33% those individuals who 

71 - Susan Duckworth-D 73 - Carol Moss-D Governor Mike Leavitt-27% helped in the publication

73 - Sandra Hollins-D 74 - Lynn Hemingway-D of this report

74 - Karen Kwan-D 75 - Karen Kwan-D
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The Blame Game 

By Don Guymon 

 

The Blame Game. 

 

It has certainly become popular in our 

society, as society is quick to point a finger. For 

example, after the recent mass shootings, the 

trend has been to place accountability on law 

abiding gun owners. They have become the 

villains who have done nothing wrong except 

for exercising a right guaranteed by our 

Constitution. 

   

While society attempts to place the 

blame on them for something they have no 

control over, society attempts to take 

accountability away from individuals who 

should be accountable. As government reduces 

accountability for some in society, it places a 

larger burden on others.   

  

For example, as government expands 

programs for children it removes the 

accountability from parents and puts the 

financial burden on others. During this past 

legislative session bills were introduced to get 

government more involved in pre-kindergarten 

education, marriage, fatherhood and health care 

to name a few areas where government is 

becoming involved where it should not be.  

  

With our rights comes responsibility. As 

government takes away this responsibility it 

dilutes our rights. When it comes to 

accountability and education, Ezra Taft Benson, 

Former Secretary of Agriculture, said, “[We 

should] reassert the primary right and 

responsibility of parents for the total education 

of their children, including social values, 

religious convictions, and political concepts... 

Parents should stand firm on this and not be 

intimidated by professional educators. After all, 

it's their children and their money.” 

  

When you take away accountability for 

actions, you take away all accountability. With 

rights comes accountability, without 

accountability there can be no rights.  

  

For example, when it comes to elections, 

some in Utah have argued that we can not 

expect voters to take responsibility and attend a 

neighborhood caucus once every two years. We 

attempt to make voter registration so easy that 

we attempt to do it when someone gets a 

driver’s license, because society cannot set any 

expectations on its citizens, but citizens have the 

right to set high expectations on other citizens.  

  

 Under this concept, then all must be 

punished when crime is committed. 

  

Former President Ronald Reagan taught, 

"We must reject the idea that every time a law's 

broken, society is guilty rather than the 

lawbreaker. It is time to restore the American 

precept that each individual is accountable for 

his actions."  

  

We must accept that individuals are 

responsible for their actions and should hold 

only them accountable. We are responsible for 

our own actions. Parents are responsible for 

their actions towards their children and elected 

officials are responsible for their actions. 

  

If good government is to return, the 

blame game must stop. 
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If you would like to learn more about GrassRoots please email donguymon@gmail.com. 

 

Contributions can be sent to 1641 N 600 W West Bountiful, UT 84087. Checks may be made payable to 
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